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On the approaching Presidential Election, or | 
now, yes now, is the time to test the consistency, 
virtue and honesty of modern democratic preten- 
sion, that has boasted so much and so long, of be- 
ing the poor man’s friend, aud claimed for its ob- 
ject, to bring practical working men, the solid, 
substantial material of our country, into public no- 
tice, and into public life. 

On the one hand, they have now presented for 
their choice, in the person of Gen. Harrison, a war- 
worn veteran, who toiled and fought through the 
hey-day of his life, in the defence of our new set- 


tlements against prowling and blood thirsty wild | 


men--no ambitious General, fighting with civiliza- 
tion, and carrying~the sword into the peaceful 
dwelling of private life, but one, who performed 


the necessary and arduous duty of protecting the | 


péople from the scalping knife, and tomahawk-- 
one who chased home the boasting invader of our 
soil—the son of a father, whose immortality is re- 


———— 
Gen. Harrison, they have a public agent, who has 
handled inillions of the public money, and trasfer- 

red millions of acres of land; yet, with clean 
hands, honestly returned to his patrimonial farm, 
there tu live on his industry, and share with his fel- 
low citizens in the duties and comforts of a rural 
| life. 

| In Mr. Van Buren, they have an ambitious po- 
litical leader--a mere trafficker in politics~-the 
very father of the odious maxim, “that the spoils 
belong to the victors”—-a man, who entered public 

| life poor-—has reared his family on the public—and 
withal, now so rich and proud, that nothing short 
of English carriages, and English foot-men, satisfy 
his appetite for splendor. 

Again; in Gen, Harrison, they have a man 
who entertains an honest love to be distinguished 
by his fellow citizens, for his patriotism and honor, 
his integrity and personal virtues—Oae who never 
has, and never would, for the treasure of the 





corded on the declaration of Independence—a Jong | world, compromise a principle—A man, who is 
tried friend of Wasutnoron, of ApAms, of Jerren- | loved by all that know him for his sterling integri- 
son, Mapison and Muwrog, those proved patriots; ty of purpose—A man who regards wealth, simply 
of our Country, who all held him in high confi-|as a means of comfort, not of show, as a means 


dence and favor. | 

On the other hand, in the person of Mr. Van | 
Buren, they are presented with tho name of a| 
lawyer, whose whole life has been passed without | 
one solitary service to his country to which the 
people can point back with pride, approbation, or 
gratitude—a man of yesterday, who has never en- 
enjoyed the confidence of tie much loved names 
of our Country, and whose motives and character, 
is questioned by his own native State, and those 
who best know him--a politician by profession, | 





of serving his friends, not himself. 

In Mr. Van Buren, they have a man who eares 
less for reputation than the profit it brings him in 
wealth; like Benedict Arnold, he loves money 


with a grasping avarice as a means of gorgeous ~ 


display. He will serve himself and his family, 
with others, no matter whom, if they will but con- 
tribute to the shrine of his idols. They have in 
him, a mao, that old friends and personal associ- 
ates have disowned and treated with neglect for 
his egotism, obstinacy, and unwise conduct, 


whose principles and consistency are condemned | And again; in Gen. Harrison, they have one, 


by the history of his whole life. ‘called poor, by office-holders, because he dresses 

Again; in Gen. Harnison, they have a practical | plain, and like all plain farmers of the country has 
farmer—a man of the soil—a personification of the | but a few hundred patrimonial acres in possession, 
old Rowan Cincinnatus, who, when peace return- | and because his table presents no fashionable Jux- 
ed to his Country, and its security no longer claim-/uries; but is served from the substantial products 
ed his services—returned to his furm--beat his | of his own land. And well may he be called poor, 
sword & his spear into the plougli-share and pruning by those who rob the public domain by thou- 
hook, and devoted his life to the arts of peace. In eands, and the treasury by millions; but this kind 








= 











of honesty, methinks! will be very likely tore 
ceive applause from the plain, honest democrats of 
the land, who have no interest in converting the 
corps official, of their country, into & den of 
thieves. 
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It is presumed that, few, if any, bave forgotten 
‘that the leaders of the present Van Buren party, 
both before and since they gained the ascendency, 
made great professions of patriotism, and the most 
solemn promises of “ retrenchment of expenses,” 


In Mr. Van Buren, they have one, who may j|and “ reform of abuses,” both im the General and 


well be called rich, for he has been standing many | 


years, by the public treasury, with an itching palm 
and an eager eye; moreover, he is one who much 
loves the frippery of show—covets a glittering 
coronal, and angles for services with a golden bai 
—one who dresses “in purple and fine linen’ eve- 
ry day, and must feast sumptuously his retainers— 
on the fat of the land, from silver and golden dish- 
es, “Give me the control of your purse string,” 

said the beggar to a wealthy man, and I will live 

as well as you. So those who covet, and by chance 

draw at pleasure, the purse strings of the Na- 

tion, may live as he pleases, with the reputation of 
wealth. 

And lastly; they have in Gen. Harrison, 8 
wise, sagacious, unpretending civilian, deeply learn- 
ed, and well versed in the history of his own coun- 
try, and the world—a man of modest pretension, 
but of superior practical qualifications.—Just such 
& man as you would choose to administer on your 
estate, or designate as guardian to your children. 





In Mr. Van Buren, they have a superficial pre- 
tender—one of few solid acquirements for a per- 
son of his station—as all his public acts will show. 
He is a man of little practical knowledge,out of polit- 
cal harness, !o which he has been trained from his 
youth—one, that none who know him well, would 
never trust with importent service, unless they also 


knew, his interest favored a just and upright 
course, as the disaffection of his old friends, clear- 
ly prove. 

Let all who claim to be Democrats, and are in- 
telligibly, and honestly so, choose between these 
names, and demonstrate to their neighbors and 
their country, that they are Democrats indeed, and 
not mere pretenders to that ancient, honorable 
name, and hangers-on to the skirts of office-hold- 
ers, who have an interest in deceiving them. 





RoraTion ry Orrice.—Means Rolling from one 
fat office to another, still looking up. 





Firtren Hunprep Dexecares attended the 
Harrison Convention at Indianapolis on the 16th 
inst. Is not the Hoorsier State moving. It must 
have been a moving spectacle to the Van Burenites. 


ee 


State Governments, and that il the people would 
but give them the reins of Government, tho ex. 
penses, then ranging from 12 to 13 million of dol- 
lars per annum, should be reduced toa far less 
sum;—that no members of Congress should be 
appointed to office;—and that the officers of the 
General Government should not be permitted to 
interfere with elections, &c. ‘These promises were 
relied upon by a confiding people; and it was be- 
lieved that a radical change in all branches of the 
Government was necessary; that by such change, 
we should be greatly the gainer in our taxes, and 
in the purity of our institutions. Have the prom- 
ised “reforms” been realized ?—Have the expenses 
of the Federal and State Governments been les- 
sened?—Have our taxes been reduced? Has not 
more members of Congress been appointed to of- 
fice by the President, within the last ten years, 
than there was in forty years previous?—Has not 
of the officers of the Federal Government, noto- 
riously, interfered more with, and made greater 
exertions to control elections, than was ever dona 
at any previous period? But in Ohio, we need 
not go back ten years afier promises of “retrench- 
ment” and “reform.” In truth, no man can plead 
ignorance of the promises of “ retrenchment” in 
our State expenses—to lighten the taxes—to les- 
sen the number of officers--and to diminish thé 
enormous salaries of the residue—and to bring the 
whole to a pure republican standard of equality. 
Did not their prowling demagogues go through the 
whole State, and in almost every Court house, 
Church, and School house, and on stumps, and 
horse-blocks, howl these promises in the ears of 
the people? 

Those promises are yet fresh in our recollec- 
tions. The time for the final consumation of 
those “ reforms” has passed; vet, it is believed, no 
salaries have been abated; but, on the contrary, 
the number of officers have been increased—-taxes 
have been raised--no retrenchment—no reform, 
and the people are about to say to the Locofoco 


demagogues, that they do not Jike their performan- 
ces. 
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But, to the facts; figures will tell the story to a | direct drafts upon the people, look large; but when 


demonstration—no misteke. 


amounted to $6,609. 
sed under the law ofa Locofoco, or Van Buren Legis- 


The tax for 1839, was asses- | 


| we compare them with the indirect taxes drawn 
The State tax for 1838, was assessed under the | 


law of a Whig Legislature; and in Miami county, | 


from the people of Ohio, by the same party in the 
General Government, they sink into comparative 
insignificance. 


The promises of “retrenchment” by the party 


lature, the members of which, came into office, on\in power at Washington, was equally great, as 


solemn promises of lessening the taxes;—of re- 
trenchment and reform; and now we will enquire 
how they have performed their vows? The tax 
of 1839, for Miami county, amounted to $8,887, 
making-an excess of tax over the Whig tax, (that 
was too high and to grievous to be born,) of $2,- 
278; an addition of more than 33 per cent., or one 
third. Now supposing Miami county to be an av 

erage county, which we believe is near the fact; 
then multiply the above excess of $2,278, by 76, 
the number of counties in the State, and you will 
find that the Van Buren tax of 1839, exceeds the 
extravagant and oppressive Whig tax of 1838, by 
$173,128. This, then, is what we gain by the 
coming of the swarm of Van Buren office hunters. 
Instead of their promised “ retrenchment,” they have 
greatly increased our burdens, and added insult 
to injury. Instead of lessening the numbers and 
salaries of the officers of the State, they have ad- 
ded new and additional officers, not only in the Ju- 
diciary, canal and State departments, but have 
created a neW corps, consisting of three Bank 
Commissioners, to traverse the State at the very 
liberal traveling, pay of three dollars for every 
twenty five miles travel, each, and three dollars per 
day, each, while actually engaged in the duties of 
their appointment. Such were the doings of those 
demagogues, who promised so much “retrench- 
ment and “ reform,” last year, and we have noth- 
ing better to expect, from the present, if we take 
the election of State Printer as a test. 

The party, in “ tin-pan” conclave, had determin- 
ed that Medary should be State Printer, because 
he was a good party tool, and though two other 
responsible Printers, and of the same party, offer- 
ed to do the State Printing for-20 to 30 per cent. 
less than Medary, which, estimated by the amount 
paid last year, would be a saving to the State of 
five to eight thousand dollars per annum; yet, re- 
gardless of the rights of the tax payers, they elect- 
ed Medary, nem con, for three years, at the old 
rates, whereby the State gives Medary 15 to 
$24,000, bearly for being a good party tool. This 
does not look much like retrenchment. These 








those for Ohio. 

In 1827-8, during the adminisiration of J. Q. 
Adams, the annual expenses of the United States 
was 12 to $13,000,000, (as appears by the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, of December 
13, 1839.) This was declared abominable ex- 
travagance—-and waste of the peoples’ money— 
and a radical change of men and measures was de- 
manded—and both has been obtained—~and who 
are the men--and what are the measures that we 
have gotin exchange? President Van Buren and 
his adherents are the men, and for the measures, 
from his own mouth, shall he be judged. In his 
message of the 4th of December, 1838, he in- 
forms us that the expenditures for the current year, 
amount to FrorTyY miLLIons of dollars! Is this 
their boasted “ retrenchment?”—Is this their “ re- 
form?” A liltle more such “ retrenchment,” and 
the country is ruined! They promise to reduce 
the expenses of the Government, and they go and 
increase them from thirteen to forty millions; in- 
stead of diminishing the burdens of the people, 
they increase them twenty seven million of dol- 
lars; more than three-fold; this is reform with a 
vengeance, 

This excess of expense was of the peoples’ mo- 
ney, and the people of Ohio were entitled to their 
equal share, and let us enquire what that share 
should be? The State of Ohio contains about 
one thirteenth part of the population of the Unit- 
ed States. Take one thirteenth part of $27,000,- 
000, and we have $2,076,923, that Ohio is taxed 
for the support of the “ reform” administration, 
over former charges. 

There is still another enormous tax which has 
been brought upon the country by this same “ re- 
form’’ party. In 1828-9, when we wanted to pay 
a debt at New York, or other eastern cities, we 
could go to Cincinnati, and at one half of one 
per cent, purchase a draft that would pay our debis; 
and this could be sent by mail—and the trouble 
was over. Then every dollar of bank paper, cur- 
rent in the country, was convertible into specie, 
on demand, at the preper cour‘*:: and specie was 
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circulating in such profusion, that people were fre- vided amongst the faithful aan. such as Modary. 
quently seeking to exchange it for common paper, But to be ecrious, had not the \ ans, last year,a 
for the convenience of transportation. decided majority in the Ohio Legislature, and 

At that time, when things were waging on in could they not Lave lowered the taxes? Have 
the good old way, these great r furine!s pretended they not a majority at this time? and could they 
to discover that the currency was ina dreadful not have elected Bryan State Printer as easily as 
bad condition, and a course of experiments was set Medary, and have saved five to eight thousand 
on foot, for the purpose of giving to the dear peo- dollars per annum? 


ple a better currency, and have been continued In the Federal Government, has not the same 


: ; : er 
until the present time; and the exchanges and cur- party, for the last ten years, had the President, 
rency have been growing worse the whole time, |the Executive officers, a majority in the Senate, 
so that the people of Ohio, pay, at this time, not |and a majority in the House of Representatives? 
one half of one percent, as formerly; but twelve, 


ITave they not at ail times, since 183s, been able, 
to twelve and a half per cent. on purchasing a bill | fully able, to take all the officers?’ What party 
of exchange, on New York, or other castern ci- measure have they failed to carry? 
ties. What will this twelve percent. amountto,; Have they not all the power in their own hands? 
for the whole State of Ohio, per annum? Have they not the army proper, the Navy, the 
We will suppose that Ohio pays to New York | army of oflice-holders, and the treasures of the 
etc., annually, $10,000,000, for various goods, | Nation, all in their own hands? 
which is probably below, rather than above, the | What shadow of truth, then, have they, for such 
true sum, 13 per cent. on $10,000,000, amounts acharge upon the Whigs? None! ‘The charge 
to $1,200,000 of tax, in the shape of exchange, is utter’y false! They appear to have adopted the 
paid by Ohio, to the rich aristocracy of the east, motto, “that all is fair in politics;” and like the 
brought upon us by the experiments of the modern abandoned libertine, they have became proud of 
reformers. their skill in deception. They seem to look upon 
But let us put these sums all together, and see | the people as geese, fit only to be picked; and the 
what the modern demagogues are grinding out of one who can pluck the most, is to have the highest 
the laboring people of Odio, alone, in the name of | oilice. 
“reform.” Ist. The excess of tax levied in 1859, | 
by the Vans, over the tax of 1538, levied by the. 





VOICE FROM NEW JERSEY, 
Ata meecing of the Whigs of Mercer County, 





Whigs, : . . . $173,128 held in the State Capitol at Trenton, among others 
2d. Ohio's proportion of the $27,- the following resolution was unanimously adopted 
000,000, . : ; 4 2076s in relation to the nomination of General ITarrison, 
8d. Additional tax ou exchange, 1,200,000 “Resolved, That the numerous civil offices he 
has held, as Secretary and Lieutenant Governor 

Total excess, - $3,400,007 of the Northwestern ‘Territory: as delegate in Con- 


, : . 'gres3;as author at - 
This may rationally account, in part, for the pre- , S7S°*3 88 Busor id eloquent advocate of the sys 


oral. tem under which the public lands were brought 
sent hard times. Has not the legislation, and bad | within the poor man’s reach; as the Governor of the 
management of the demagogues now in power, | great ‘Territory west of the Ohio—in all which sta- 


brought this upon us? Mostassuredly. But when | tions he earned the approbation and enjoyed the 
you charge them with the facts, they turn round | highest confidence of Washington, Jefferson, and 

: Madison; asthe humane and successful uegotiator 
with all the apparent solemnity of a Catholic 


with the Indian tribes; as a Senator of the United 
priest, and tell you “it is not our fault, it iz the States; and as a Minister Plenipotentiary under Mr. 
Whigs that have done the mischief.” Adams; the People of this country have found him 


? . . ® e » ery },) . 2 . 

Now let us enauire into this new tune of the to Se 6 lene republican, an honest man, a faithful, 
; heyy _ | Wise, and able statesman. 
Vans, and see if the Whigs have been so foolish 
as to bestow such vast sums of money upon them, 
to be divided by them as the spvils of victory. If 
the Whigs do al! this, they ought to have some of 
the money, but we sce they get none; it is all di 


Deralcation.—The Army 


—_— 


» and Navy Chronicle 
states that Paymaster R. A. Forsyth, hae been dis- 


missed from the service by order of the President, 
for a defaleation of about S15. 9° i» hig accounts. 
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We bespeak for this letter, a careful and can- | 
did perusal, It was read by Mr. White, in the 
Senate of the United States, and thence transmit- 
lt 


will be perceived that the Elon. Senator cuts two | 


ted by him to the Legislature of Tennessee. 


ways—while he administers a just rebuke upon 
the Van Buren members of his own State Lezgis- 


lature, he is not showing those of the same 


party, in the United States Senate. 
LETTER OF THE 
HONORABLE HUGH L. WHITE, 

To the Legislature of ‘Tennessee, on declining to 
obey certain of their resolutions of instruction, 
and resigning the office of Senator of the Uni- 
ted Slates. 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
January 13th, 1840. 

Mr. WHITE rose and addressed the Senate to 
the following effect: 

Mr. Presivenr: I havea duty to perform this 
morning, before we proceed to any regular order of 
the day. Presuming that the business of presen- 
ting petitions is now over, I proceed to discharge it 
with as little delay as possible. 

When I reached this place on the twenty-ninth of 
November last,! was furnished by one of our 
officers with a letter, which contained several reso- 
lutions adopted by the Legislature of Tennessee, 
condemning one of the votes given by the Senators 
from that State, at the last session, and, instruct- 
ing them how to act in future, on many subjects.— 
I believed my duty to my State, and to the public, 
would be best discharged by remaining in my seat, 
and continuing to attend to the business of the Sen- 
ate, in the manner I! had been accustomed to do, 
until some of the subjects specifically mentioned 
in the resolutions should be placed before the body 
for discussion. On this day of the last week, the 
Hon, Chairman of the Committee of Finance re- 
ported a bill, commonly called the Sub-treasury 
Bill, and gave notice that on this day he would ask 
for its consideration. ‘This being one of the sub- 
jects mentioned in the resolutions, the time has ar- 
rived when, in my opinion, it is respectful to the 
Legislature of my State, that I should present them 
to this body, to the end that the the members of it, 
as wellas the community at large, may be made 
acquainted with what the General Assembly has 
chosen to express as public opinion in ‘I'ennessee. 
{ move that the preamble and resolutions, which I 
now send to the Secretary, may be read, printed, 
and laid on the table. 


| 





After the resolutions had been read, Mr. Wurrr 
proceeded and said: | 


body, and my instructions have been read and order- | 


ed to be printed, I consider it proper that L should | 
follow the example set by others, and make equal- | 
ly public conclusions to which I have come in re-! 


lation to them. 





i | 
Mr. President—As Iam now a member of this! his own? 
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The subjects of which they treat, are of vital in- 


| terest to the country,and Lam anxious that the opin. 


ions I entertain and express upon them should 
neither be misunderstood wor misrepresented; | will, 
therefore, take the liberty of deviating from my 
usual course of delivering my sentiments, (which has 
been not even to use notes,) and will now read the 
answer which I have prepared, and intend, without 
delay, to forward to the same body which adopted 
the resolutions. 

Mr. Wurre then read his answer in the follow- 
ing words: 
To the Honorable the General Assembly of the 

State of Tennessee. 


GentTLemeN—On the 29:h of November last, 
in the city of Washington, I received a copy of 
sundry preambles and six resolutions, which appear 
to have been adopted by you on the 14th of that 
month, instructing your Senators, and requesting 
the representatives in the Congress of the United 
States how to act on a variety of subjects. 


First. As one of your Senators, I am instruct- 
ed “to vote against the chartering by Congress of 
a National Bank.” 

This instruction corresponds with the opinion I 
have repeatedly expressed and acted on, and I 
could now feel no difficulty ia conforming my vote 
to your wishes on this subject. 


Secondly. lam instructed “to vote for, and use 
all fair and proper exertions to procure the passage 
of the measure brought forward in the Congress 
of the United States, commonly called the Sub- 
Treasury Bill, or Independent Treasury Bill,” &c. 
&e. 

The following, with many other, reasons induced 
me to believe I ought not to comply with the instruc- 
tions contained in this resolution. 


It has often happened, and will generally be the 
case, that a considerable time must elapse between 
the receipt of public money from the debtor to the 
United States, and its disbursement to their credi- 
tors; during this interval the money will be much 
more safe in the custody of well selected Banks 
than it can be in the hands of individuals suppo- 
sing them to be faithful. 


Suppose any one of your honorable body had 
one hundred thousand dollars of his own money, 
which he did not intend to use for six or nine months, 
and lived in the vicinity of a Bank of respectable 
standing, would, he keep it in bis own house, un- 
der his own care, or would he deposit it in Bank 
for safe-keeping until he wished to use it? If he 
was a prudent man, regarding his own interest, he 
certainly would deposit it. : 

Are we then justified in taking less care of the 
yeople’s money than a prudent man would take of 
With great deference to your better 
judgment, I think not. 

it often happens that the recieving officers have 
on hand much larger sums than that named in the 
supposed case, and as the sum is increased and the 
time it is to be kept between its receipt and dis- 
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bursement oolerged, the danger of loss, when in 
the hands of an individual, is increased likewise. 
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| The practice then of receiving nothing but specie 
from debtors, or of immediately converting the notes 


Again. Allexperience teaches us that large sums! received into specie, and locking that up until the 


of public money left in the hands of individuals will 
be misused and squandered. 
by the individual himself for his own purposes, or 
loaned to importunate friends whom he may wish to 
accommodate, and who are sure not to be able to 
return it when called for. 

Itissaid Banks are irresponsible, therefore not 
to be trusted In my opinion, generally, they are 
more responsible than individuals. They have 
more means with which to pay, and if they fail to 
make payments when required, they are as much 
amenable to the process of a court of justice as in- 
dividuals are; and in addition, they are to be found 
with much more certainty, as a corporation aggregate 
can very seldom abscond, or leave the country, 
which an individual easily can, and often does do 
when he misuses the public money. 


We need all the checks which can reasonably be 
imposed on our collecting and disbursing officers. 
Banks have been found to furnish one highly bene- 
ficial upon both of these classes. By a regulation 
between the Treasury Department and each de- 
posit Bank, the latter has been required at short 


periods to furnish its account current with the Trea- | 


surer, and on the face of it to show all sums depo- 
sited to his credit, when such deposits were made, 


and by whom. By comparing this account with the | 


accounts furnished by the respective officers them- 
selves, it can readily be discovered whether they 
are misusing the public money or not. By the 


proposed change, and allowing the collector or re- | 


ceiver to be himself the /eeper, until the money is 
wanted for use, you have no check whatever, and 
the whole money received by an officer may be 


squandered before it is wanted for disbursement, | 


without any means of detection. 


I, therefore, conclude the Sub-Treasury Bill 
ought not to be passed, if there were no other ob- 
jections to it save that of the public money being 
less secure. But’ there are other weighty objec- 
tions. 

The only plausible reason which can be assign- 
ed why we should discard Banks entirely and ap- 
point Sub-Treasurers keepers of the public funds, 
must be, thatthe Banks are unworthy of confidence. 


If that be so, does it necessarily follow that you 
ought either not to receive any Bank notes in dis- 
charge of its due to the government, or if received, 
that you should order the officer with whom they 
are deposited for safe-keeping, immediately to call 
upon the Banks for specie to their amount. It is 
absurd to say we will not deposit with the Bank, 
because we. have no confidence in it, and at the 
same time to allow our officers to receive Bank notes 
and retian them in the hands of our officer up to the 
time we wish to pay the money away. ‘here is 
less probability that tue Banks would redeem their 
notes in specie when called on, than they would 


deny the payment of specie for money received on 
deposit. 





time of disbursement arrives must be resorted to, 
It will either be used | in order to carry cut your wishes. 


ThisI apprehend would be ruinous to society.— 
A large portion of the specie that might otherwise 


‘circulate would be withdrawn from the use of eve- 


ty person a considerable portion of cach year. — 


| This would effect the prices of property, of labor, 


and of every thing e¥se, and would render it next to 
| impossible for even a prudent man, who happened 
to be in debt, ever to extricate himself. 


Besides this, the heavy draws for specie upon 
banks would compel them, in a short time, either 
to wind up or to do a very precaricus business,— 
Whenever a suspension of specie payments would 
take place, we would have a depreciated paper cur- 
rency, on which todo the business of the country, 
and specie would become an article of merchandise. 
The man in office, or who had a job or contract with 
the government would receive his salary or his pay 
in specie, which he would immediately sell for bank 
paper, recieving a premium of some ten or fifteen 
per centum, and with that paper pay his debts or 
purchase such property as he might wish. This 





practice is at this moment in operation. For eve- 
ity hundred dollars paid me asa member of Con- 
gress, I can receive one hundred and eight or nine 
dollars in bank notes, and with them pay the land- 
‘lord who feeds or the tailor who clothes me. 


It has appeared to me, if we commence this en- 
tire operation which your Resolution contemplates, 
and go into this thorough hard money system, we 
shall presently, in Tennessee, especially, be in a de- 
plorable condition. Look at its effects; all debts 
and taxes are to be paid to the federal government 
in hard money, or in bank notes, for which the spe- 
cie will be immediately received, and the specie 
thus received is to be locked up securely, until it 
is paid out indischarge of some debt due by the 
government. Suppose our first years taxes paid, 
in all the States amounting to some twenty-five or 
thirty millions of dollars. That is only to be retur- 
ned into circulation when the federal government 
pays the debts which it owes. What chance will 
Tennessee have to receive, by federal disbursement, 
any portion of whatshe may have paid? We have 
no forts, no foundries, no arsenals, no fortifications, 
no army, no navy, navy yards or dry docks. In 
short, we have next to no objects upon which the 
federal government expends money, therefore none 
of it would be returned tous. We must pay up 
our full proportion of allindirect taxes in hard money, 
with a certainty that little or none of it would be re- 
turned to us by federal expenditures, and in the 
course of a very few years we must be drained of 
every hard dollar we now have. 

There is another class of objections against this 


measure entitled, and I think, to stil! more grave 
considerations. 


LA 


| The addition it will make to the powers of the 
' federal executive. Every officer with which the 
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ing, will be appointed by the President and remo- 
vable athis pleasure. We might as well give it to 
the President himself as to entrust it to those whom 
he can and will control. 

This plan will multiply officers and increase 
considerably our expenses at its commencement, 


and in the end no man can forsee the swarms of 


dependants it may generate, and the additions it 
may occasion to our expenditures of the public 
money. 

By the use of the patronage already belonging to 
that officer, we all know and feel that a large por 
tion of the power vested in the legislative depart- 
ment exists only in name; it is in substance vested 
in, and expressed by, the President as he wills; 
shall we, then, give him a controlling power over 
all the pecuniary resources of the federal govera- 
ment? For one | cannot consent to it. 

Lastly. this sub-Treasury is nothing but a step- 
ping stone to a bank created by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, bottomed on its own funds, attached to 
the Treasury Department, and all placed at the 
control of the President, or of those who will nev- 
er have any will which does not correspond with 
his. 

It appears to me, no reasonable man can think 
if we commence this system we are to stop short 
of such a bank. 

Let one year only pass with all your revenue in 
specie, and that locked up, your State Banks and 
paper currency deranged, and what then? Those 


who may wish to carry out this system will then | 


recur to the sound doctrine advanced by the late 
President Jackson, “that the money of the country 
ought not to be kept locked up by the Govern- 
ment, any more than the arms belonging to the 
citizens—both will be sure to be misused.” And 


it will be urged that society is suffering fora sound | 
circulating medium: we must passa law author. | 


izing this money to be loaned, the interest will 
ease us of the payment of much taxes, and by 
circulating Treasury notes or drafts drawn by one 
of these ‘I'reasurers upon another, we will have a 
sound paper currency, good every where, and bot- 
tomed on a metallic basis. This doctrine will be- 
come the democratic doctrine, and every man who 
opposes it, will be denounced as a bank-bought 
federalist, the law will pass, and in due form, we 
shall have the Treasury Bank; and what then? 

The purse and the sword will be united, and a 
power to increase the purse, as need may require, 
not by adding eagles and hard dollars to our funds, 
but by issues of paper, in such sums as may be 
deemed necessary and prover. ‘This bank with its 
pecuniary means, and the credit and resources it 
will possess, can either destroy or reuder subser- 
vient to the views of the Executive any State 
Banks which may be in existence. The whole 
monied power not only of the Federal Govern- 
ment, but of all State Banks being thus placed in 
the hands of the President, he will be able to con- 
trol the destinies of the country. 
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He will 
never again have toappeal to “the sober second 
thoughts of the people” to carry any favorite 
measure. His first recommendation will always 
secure its speedy enactment into a law. 

In the views which I take of this subject, I may 
be in error; but they are sincerely entertained. — 
In the first instance, | placed my vote against it, 
under the belief that such were the sentiments of 
the people I represented. Afterwards, | was in- 
structed by the Legislature to continue my oppo- 
sition. Idid so, from a conviction that I was right; 
and nothing would give me more pleasure than to 
conform my vote to your wishes, if the measure 
were an ordinary one, or if I believed the error of 
sanctioning it could be corrected; but, believing, 
as I do, that the power once granted to the Exec. 
utive can never be recalled, and that its exercise 
will take from the people that freedom of thought 
and of action which alone entitles our government 
to be considered Freez, I most respectfully, but de- 
cidedly, state that I cannot and will not obey the 
instruction contained in your second resolution. 

Your third resolution unqualifiedly condemns 
the provisions of a bill of the last session, entitled 
a bill to prevent the interference of certain federal 
officers in elections, declares the same to be a vi- 
olation of the Constitution of the United States, 
unqualifiedly condemns the vote given in favor of 
said bill by my colleague and myself, and in- 
structs your Senators to vote against, and to use 
all fair and proper exertions to prevent the passage 
of the same, or any similar bill. 

When my colleague and myself gave our votes 
in favor of that bill, we acted under the same sol- 
emn sanction of an oath to support the Constitu- 
tion of the United States that the members of 
your honorable body did when they voted in favor 
of this condemnatory resolution. _We had the 
benefit of very able arguments both for and against 
the bill. We examined it with all the care we 
could, and came to the conclusion that it was not 
unconstitutional, and believing that the prevailing 
practice of the President interfering in elections, 
both State and Federal, through the instrumental- 
ity of officers, who hold their places during his 
pleasure, called loudly for a remedy, we voted in 
favor of its passage. 

If your decision was final, 1 would not be so 
childish as to ask of you to reconsider the consti- 
tutional question. 

To men of ordinary capacity, or equivocal moral 
character, I might make such a request, from a 
belief that the decision was a hasty one, produced 
by some extraneous influence, and that a more de- 
liberate investigation of the subject might lead to 
a different conclusion; but, when I reflect that the 
leading members of that majority which passed 
the resolution, are men as much distinguished by 
their moral character as by their intellectual at- 
tainments and deep research on objects connected 
with constitutional law, and see that my vote is not 








‘only “condemned,” but “unqualifiedly condemn- 
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ed,” I cannot hope that one of my humble preten- | defaulters, &c.; and, with a view to provide a 
sions could urge any thing which would occasion remedy, on the loth of May, in that year, an act 
even a doult in your minds of the correctness of was passed changing their tenure, and limiting each 
your decisio.. ‘of them to the term of four years, and made 
* But there is a higher earthly tribunal than your) them removeable at pleasure within these four 
honorable body, that will judge both your vote and | years. Has it ever been thought that act was un- 
mine, and pass sentence dispassionately, without constitutional? Notatall. Yet such an objection 
any predisposition to unqualifiedly condemn either, might have been urged with much more force in 
of us, but in charity hoping that each believed, | that case than in this. — . 

when giving his vote, he was acting correctly —| The only reason assigned in your resolution 
To that tribunal, then, our common constituents,| why this bill was unconstitutional is, that it took 
through you, their immediate representatives, I beg | from these officers the liberty of speech, and the 
leave respecifully and briefly to assign some of the | Constitution provides that “ Congress shall pass no 
reasons which influenced the vote complained of.| law abridging the freedom of speech and of the 

Every officer named in that bill holds his office | press.” ! 

at the will of the President, and is liable to be dis The provision in the Constitution was intended 
missed whenever it is the pleasure of the Presi-, for the safety and protection of the common citi- 
dent fo dismiss Lim Each and every one of the zen who holds no office. It was forseen that those 
offices is created by act of Congress. The quali-| in office might abuse their trust, and to protect 
fication for the office, the tenure of it, and the du-| themselves against exposure, might pass laws re- 
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ties to be performed by the officers are, and were, 
matters of legis!ative enactment. 

The President has no power to dismiss or con- 
trol one of these officers, merely because he is 
President, but because Congress, by law, gave him 
that power. The bill itself expressly provided 
that all these officers should be secure in the right 
to vote on all elections, according to their own 
judgment, and only forbid their interference to 
control and influence the votes of others. 





I affirm that Congress had the power to create 
these offices, or not, at its pleasure. ‘I'hat, when, 
they were created, Congress could prescribe the’ 
duties of the officers. ‘l'hat, if it had been deem- 
ed necessary, Congress could have enacted that 
the officers should hold the office during good be- 
havior; but that, if any one of the officers inter- 
fered to influence the votes of others, in any elec- 
tion, either State or Federal, it should be a miede- 
meanor in office, for which he should be dismissed, | 

When the bill complained of was under consid- ' 
eration, Congress had exactly the same power | 
over the subject that it had when the offices were | 
first creating. They might have repealed the law | 
entirely, and thus have turned out every one of; 
these officers. 


Suppose, instead of the bill complained of, a) 





straining the citizens from censuring them, either 
in speeches or through the press. Now,in your 
resolution, you exactly reverse the matter, and 
suppose it was intended to protect the instruments 
of the President, who hold office at his will, in 
their endeavors to influence and mislead the people 
in elections. During the administration of the 
elder Mr. Adams, many complaints were made 
and charges urged, both in speeches and through 
the press, by the citizens, against him and those 
in office under him. With a view to silence the 
citizens, and to maintain and shield those in office, 
the sedition law was passed. The Republicans. 
one and all, condemned it as unconstitutional and 
unjust, and they were right in such condemnation. 

Your resolution maintains now, exactly the 
same doctrines then advanced by the Federalists. 
They wished to silence the people, that they might 
retain their places and power, and your resolution 
seeks to allow the office-holders to go forth with 
all their power and influence, to mislead and cor- 
rupt the people—obtain their votes in elections,and 
thus retain their offices with all their emoluments. 

Does your honorable body intend to affirm that 
Congress has no power to regulate the conduct of 
this class of officers? 


Are they to be allowed to go forth on days of 





bill bad been introdnced and passed, stating that,’ election, and with a view to procure votes for the 
whereas these officers were in the habit of inter-| President or his favorites, promise money or offi- 
fering to influence the votes of the citizens in elec-| ces, jobs or contracts, by which much money may 
tions, therefore, Be it enacted, that the law cre- be made with but little labor? ‘T'he office-holder, 
ating theix offices should be repealed, &c., would! in making these promises to influence voters, 
your honorable body venture the opinion that such| would be using his powers of speech, which the 
law would have been unconstitutional, and that) resolution affirms Congress cannot abridge or les- 
these cfficers would still have remained in office?'sen. If the proposition can be maintained, then 
I think not. Congress had better go home and yield up every 
On the question of constitutional power, there! thing to the President and the corps who hold office 
can be no distinction between the case supposed | at his pleasure. 
and the bill complained of. If the one would! We will, afiera little reflection, perceive that 
have been constitutional, so is the other. \this resolution not only unqualifiedly condemns 
Prior to the year 1820, these officers held their) your Senators for their vote, but necessarily the 


ae PLEASURE. Congress then believed conduct and opinions of others whom the country 
many of them had misdemcaned themselves, were’ has most delighted to honor. 








The only reason assigned in your resolution 
why this bill was unconstitutional ia, that it a- 
bridged the freedom of speech. 

If you are correct, how dare Mr. Jefferson, 
“tho Apostle of Liberty,” in his letter to Gover- 
nor McKean, use the language he did on this sub- 
ject? Still more, when he came into office as 
President, why did he dare to issue his circular 
letter, prohibiting this class of oflicers, on pain of 
dismissal, from interfering in elections farther than 
to give their own votes? 

He was swora to support the Constitution, and 
if Congress abridges the freedom of speech, secu- 
red by the Constitution, by the enactments propo- 
sed in this bill, it follows clearly that the President 
in his circular violated the same provision, by pro- 
nouncing the like penalty for the like offence? 

I defy any person to condemn the one without 
condemning the other; unless, indeed, we suppose 
there is a class of politicians who believe the Con- 
stitution does not, and ought not io impose any re- 
straint upon the President. 

I fear such a sect has lately sprung up, and is in- 
creasing. It cannot be too speedily suppressed. 

The late President, General Jackson, in his inau- 
gural address, when he was “ fresh from the peo- 
ple,” inculcated the same doctrine with Mr. Jeffer- 
son. “'I'o prevent the patronage of the Govern- 
ment from being brought into conflict with the free- 
dom of elections, was a duty inscribed in charac- 
ters to legible to misunderstood,” &c. was strong 
language he then used. How was this duty to be 
discharged? Did we not, one and all, believe he 
would discharge it as Mr. Jefferson had done? If, 


then, these Presidents could, without violating the | 


Constitution, prohibit these officers from interfering 
in elections, why could not Congress, by its enact- 
ments prohibit them likewise? 

No satisfactory answer can be given to this ques- 
tion. 

The President already had the power vested in 
him to dismiss these officers at his pleasure; and 
Congress unquestionably had the power to limit 
his discretion, by specifying the cases in which he 
should exercise it. If, then, my colleague and I 
erred on this question of power, with great deffer- 
ence I submit that, the company with which our 
opinions were associated ought, at least, to have 
softened the asperity of the language in which our 
condemnation was pronounced. If there was any 
one subject above all others, upon which 1 believe 
my colleauge and I could not mistake the sentiment 
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emn sanction in his inaugural address, in presence 
of thousands of witnesses. I had been twice elec- 
ted after my opinions were well known upon this 
subject, and now, when I endeavor faithfully to 
carry them out, to be unqualifiedly condemned for 
doing so, and‘ that by those’ who thea professed 
to think as J sincere!y did, was what | did not an- 
ticipate. Jam sure that, upon this subject, my 
practice has corresponded with my professions. 
Still, | should feel degraded if 1 were to pronounce 
any old associate a traitor, or liken him to Ben- 
edict Arnold, because at this time he disagrees with 
me in opinion. 


‘They are greatly mistaken who suppose the ob- 
ject of this bill was to take from this class of offi- 
cers any right whatever. Precisely the reverse was 
the intention. It was to emancipate them from the 
slavish bondage in which they are held. It was 
to enable every man of them to vote according to 
the dictates of his own judgment, and to absolve 
them from the painful alternative of being compel- 
lee to, not only to vote, but to electioneer for can- 
didates not of their choice, but of the President, 
on pain of dismissal from office. 

The great object was to prevent the President 
from controlling the people in the choice of their 
officers, State and I’ederal. ‘This class of officers, 
whose daily bread for their families, depended on 

Executive favor, were constrained,as a part of their 
OFFICIAL DUTY, not only to vote as the PresipENT 
“Wistirp, but to endeavor to influence others to do 
so likewise. If they did not perform this duty they 
_were dismissed and with their families left to starve. 
An enlightened statesman once called them “ the 
enlisted soldiers of the President.” 

A politician who knows as well as any other man 
the motives by which men are influenced in relation 
to elections, says :—“* Whenever he sees an office- 
holder interfering in elections, he concludes he is 
thinking of his salary and his bread and is a very 











unfit adviser of the people.” By the passage of 
this bill it was hoped the instruments for mislead- 
ing the people would be taken from the President, 
that these * enlisted soldiers” would be dischar- 
ged from electioneering duties and yet receive 
their pay; and that if they perform the duties of 
their offices faithfully, they might safely vote 
ac¢ording to the dictates of their own judgment, 
and yet be secure in “their salaries and their dai- 
ly bread.” 

In your sixth resolution you state, that you “hear- 





tily approve the leading measures and jpolicy of 


ofour constituents,it was that embraced in that bill. | the Administrations of Andrew Jackson and Mar- 
To prevent the President, through those officers,| tin Van Buren, and” instruct ‘‘your Senators to 
from interfering in elections, was a theme upon! support in good faith, the leading measures and 
which the friends of the late President (Jackson), policy, as brought forward and advocated by the 
had dwelt the most both in and out of Congress.——| present President of the United States, and to use 
In 1826, a committee of the Senate, of which 1 all fair and proper exertions to carry out, sustain 
was a very humble member, through their chairman | and accomplish the same.” Re 
had made a most able report, the principles of ‘The phraseology of this resolution is so general 
which were applauded by the whole party, and by and indefinite, that I am not sure that I compre- 
our Statein particular. Upon them, mainly, Gen.| hend the meaning of your honorable body; but 
Jackson came into power; he gave them his sol- believe you intend that { shall support ail the lead- 
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ing measures of the Chief Magistrate, as well those ‘They contain the political creed of the present 

hereafter to be brought forward as those heretofore Chief Magistrate of the United States, as expres- 

recommended. sed through his friends in the Tennessee Legisla- 
To instructions of this description, I could not ture; and what is it? 

with propriety, pay any aitention whatever, By the 2d Resolution it is proved he wishes the 
Our fathers and statesmen believe they have whole moneyed power of the Unived States vested 

done much towards the securily of civil liberty, in him and subject to his control. 

when, by the Constitution, they divided the great By the 3d it is proved that he will not agree that 

powers conferred into three Departments, each, in the patronage and power he now exercises sliall be 

its sphere, independent of the othertwo. ‘These either lessened or regulated by law. 

were the Legislative, the Executive, andthe Judi-, By the 4th, it is proved that in order to have full 

cial. coffers, he wishes the States (o surrendet their 
If the powers of any two of these Departments right to the moneys arising from the sales of the 

should be placed in the same hands, the whole ma- public lands, and 

chinery of the Government is destroyed, and the By the Gh, it is proved that he wishes Congress 

checks interposed are removed. compelled to vote forevery leading measure he 
You instruct your Senators to conform their votes. may recommend, and | am instructed in good faith 

on all the leading measures, to the will of the Pres- to give my aid to maintain this creed. 

ident, who is at the hesd of the Executive Depart-- These instructions I cannot and will not obey. 

ment. If you have a right to give such instrnc- So far from it, my creed upon these points, is: 

tions, and your Senators are bound to obey, every, Ist. That the power over the public purse ought 

other Legislature in the Union has the same right, to be constantly kept under the control of the le- 


and their Senators would be equally bound to yield gislature. 
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obedience. 


Why not lef the President at once make the law'| 


and then execute it? If we are bound to Vote as 
he reccommends, it is a solemn mockery toconsult 
usat all. The law would not be the will of the 
Senate, but the will of the President. By this 
process the whole legislative power would be yield 
ed up and surrendered to the Executive. 

I have been educated to believe, that continued 
watchfulness, and constant jealousy of those in 
power, are essential to the preservation of liberty. 

Your honorable body would now teach me a dif- 
ferent lesson, and instead of being a sentinel on 
the watch-tower, to guard the liberty of my con- 
stituents, | am to betake myself to slumber, exam- 
ine nothing, but vote on all leading measures as 
the President may recommend, 

If this be the kind of service to which your Sen. 
ators are to be applied, 1 never can perform it, and 
feel myself unsuited to a station, which I have 
heretofore considered most honorable as well as 
confidential. 

Afier your Resolutions shall have performed 
their wonted o 
been received, before electing my successor, 1 hope 
in your wisdom you will either recind or expunge 
this sixth Resolution. Our common constituents, 
the free and chivalrous citizens of Tennessee, I 
hope will ever be represented in the Senate by those 
whose principles and feelings are in accordance 
with their own; and while this Resolution is suf- 
fered to remain, no man can accept that high sta- 
tion but one who is himself enslaved and fit only 
to represent those in the like condition with myself. 


I have now troubled you with all the remarks | 
deem it necessary to make upon your six Resolu- 
tions, taken separately, but do not feel that I will 
have discharged my whole duty until I have shown 
the deduction to be drawn from them when con- 
nectedly considered. 








e and my resignation shall have 


2d. That the patronage as well as the expen- 
ditures of the Executive are already too large, 
and ought to be reduced. 

3d. That instead of surrendering the rights of 
the States to any portion of the public moneys, 
they ought to adhere to those rights, and in due 
season provide fora fair distribution of the land 
funds; and 

Lastly, for no consideration ought we to agree 
that any other portion of the Legislative power shall 

be vested, either directly or indirectly, in the Presi- 
dent, save that which is already vested in him by 
the Constitution of the United States. 

At last, no person can help seeing that the dif- 
ference between ‘your honorable body and myself 
is, that you wish to add to the power and patronage 
of the Executive, I wish to lessen his power and 
patronage. 

On the decision of this contest by the American 
people, in my opinion, the liberty of the country 
depends. Should your creed prevail, ere long, the 
whole Legislative power, vesied in Congress by 
the Constitution, will be transferred, substantially, 
to the President, and the only use of Congress will 
be to stand between the President and Public Odi- 
um, when laws are enacted which are disapproved 
by the people. 

In addition to this, the election of State officers, 
and State legislation, will be regulated according 
to the will of the Executive of the Union. Should 
mine prevail, the States will retain the powers 
they now possess—the powers of the Federal Gov- 
ernment will remain divided into different depart- 
ments in substance as well as form. 


Which of these creeds will best secure the lib- 
erty, the happiness and prosperity of the people, 
I cheerfully submit for decision to the Freemen of 
Tennessee. 
| In England, this would be the common contest 
between the prerogative of the crown and the 
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PRIVILEGES OF THE PEOPLE. Those maintaining | “* BEPORSL!!-As practiced by the late and 


your side would be called Tortes, those maintain- 
ing mine would be called Wuies. 


present Administrations, 
We have sliown in our articles under the head of 


Here it is a contest between the rarronace or | “ Retrenchment,” what speed the party have made, 


Tue Presipenr and the RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE oF | 


Tue Peorie. 1 will not at present give those who | 
maintain your creed any name—vyou may give | 
those who maintain mine any one you choose. 

“ Names are nothing with me.” My motto i, | 
‘‘ Principles in preserence to men;” 
times think that of some of my opponents ought | 
to be, “Men without principles; though I would | 
be sorry to intimate that such a motto would suit 
your honorable body. 
on these important topics. It has been my aim to | 
state my opinions with candor, and to maintain | 
them with firmness; but, at the same time, to treat | 
your honorable body with the most perfect respect. 

I was called to the service of my State, fifteen | 
years ago, without any solicitation on my part. | 
With reluctance I accepted the high station I now | 
occupy. Ihave been continued in it, perhaps, too | 
long for the interest of the country. I have been 
thrice elected, by the unanimous vote of your prede- | 
cessors. My services have been rendered in times | 
of high party excitement--somtimes threatening | 
to burst asunder the bonds of this Union—and | 
your resolutions contain the high compliment that | 
bitter politcal opponents can find only a solitary 
vote worthy, in their judgment, of “vuNQUALIFIED | 
CONDEMNATION.” 

I hope it will be in your power to select a suc- 
cessor who can bring into the service of the State 
more talents--I feel a proud consciouness, more 
purity of intention, or more unremitting industry, 
he never can. 

For THE SAKE OF PLACE, I WILL NEVER CRINGE 
TO PowER. You have instructed me to do those 
things which, entertaining the opinions I do, I fear 
I would not be FoRGIVEN FOR, EITHER IN THIS 
WORLD OR IN THE NEXT; and practising upon the 
creed I have long professed, I hereby tender to 
you my resignation of the trust confided to me, as 
one of [the Senators from the State of Tennessee 
to the Congress of the United States. 

Allow me to add my sincere prayer that the Go- 
venor of the Universe may so over-rule our DiIs- 
SENSIONS AS TO SECURE THE LIBERTY AND PROMOTE 
THE PROSPERITY OF OUR COMMON CONSTITUENTS. 

1 have the honor to be, gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
HU. L. WHITE. 
Senate Chamber, Jan. 11, 1839. 





Nosie Sentrment.—In his speech, in 1830, 
Gen. Harrison said: “I believe that the continu- 
ance of the Tariff is essential to the prosperity of 
the Western States; but I should be among the 
first to propose its modification or §repeal, if it is 
found to produce to the Southern States, the ru- 
inous consequences they predict. No honest man 


aud are making, at that work. 





can enjoy a prosperity founded npon the sufferings 
ofa friend and brother.” | 





We now propose 


to show how they have, or rather how they have not, 
redeemed their promise of “ Reform!” 


This promise constituted the second great round 


while I some- | in the ladder by which the party climed into pow- 
er. 


It cannot be forgotten, by the American peo- 


ple, that this is the party who were to correct all 


abuses in the government, to remove all causes, 
I shall trouble you with no further observations and dry up all sources of corruption; 


the party, 


who, in their own emphatic language, were to 
“cleanse the Augean Stable’’—the party that nail- 
ed the hickory broom to the mast-head of their 
good ship “ Retrenchment and Reform,” as indi- 
cative of their intention to sweep our political seas 


of every thing that had the least appearance of 
corruption, or even, of unfairness. 

The following extracts from the first inaugural 
and first annual message,of General Jackson, will 
show what the party considered themselves bound, 
by their promise on this subject, to effect: 


“ The recent demonstrations of public senti- 
ment, inscribes on the list of executive duties, in 
characters not to be overlooked, the task of Reform; 
which will require, particularly, the correction of 
those abuses which have brought the patronage of 
the Federal Government into conflict with the free- 
dom of elections, and the counteraction of those 
causes which have disturbed the rightful course of 
appointment, and have placed or continued power 
in UNFAITHFUL Of INCOMPETENT hands, 

In the performance of a task thus generally de- 
lineated, 1 shall endeavor to select men whose dili- 
gence and talents will ensure in their respective 
stations, faithful and able co-operation —depending 
for the advancement of the public service, more 
on the zeal and integrity of the public officers, than, 
on their numbers.”— First Inaugural. 

“I consider it one of the most urgent of my 
duties, to bring to your attention, the propriety of 
amending that part of our constitution which re- 
lates to the election of our President and Vice 
President. ‘To the people belongs the right of 
electing their chief Magistrate; it was never de- 
signed that their choice should, in any case, be de- 
feated, either by the intervention of electoral col- 
leges, or by the agency confided under certain 
contingencies to the House of Representatives.— 
**#* e # ee * % HX * T would therefore 
recommend such an amendment of the constitu- 
tion, as may remove all intermediate agency in 
the election of President and Vice President. 

In connection with such an amendment, it would 
seem advisable to limit the service of the chief 
Magistrate to a single term, of either four or siz 
years.” — First Message. 
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‘s While members of Congress can be constitu- 
tionally appointed to offices of trust and profit, 
it will be the practice to select them for such 
stations as they are better qualified to fill than 
other citizens; but the purify of our government 
would, doubtless be promoted by their exclusion 


from all the appointments in the gift of the Pre ste | 


dent,” &c .—Ibid. 


* * * The disposition of the surplus revenuo, | 


will present a subject for the scrious consideration 
of Congress. * * * ‘To avoid these evils” (the 
evils which might result from an overflowing trea- 
sury) “it appears to me that the most safe, just, and 
federal disposition which could be made of the 
surplus revenue, would be its apportionment among 


AND EXPOSITOR. 


| thatthe party have lacked time or power, in which, 
| and by which, to carry them all out. Ten long years 
| yea. almost eleven of them, have rolled by since the 
work began. The operators have surely had time e. 
| nough,in which to effect all they promised—& more, 
| Gen. Jackson and his party thought one term, of 
four or six years, long enough for one man to serve, 
from which we infer that they deemed four or six 
"years long enough for the accomplishment of their 

undertakings. He, however, had eight years; aad 
| the footstep-treader, has had almost three, in addi- 


‘tion, in which to complete the ucfinished business 


the several States, according to their ratio of rep- | of his predecessor, and still the work is not even 


resentation. °—-Jbid. 


“Since the last session of Congress, numerous 
frauds on the treasury, have been discovered, 
which I thought it my duty to bring under the cog- | 
nizance of the U. S. Court, by a criminal prose- 
cution. * * * * * * * Either from some defect 
in the law, or in its administration, every effort to 
bring the accused to trial, under its provisions, | 
proved ineffectual. It is therefore my duty, io call | 
your attention to the laws which have been passed 
for the protection of the treasury.”-—Ibid, 





Speaking of the removal of the Indians, in this 


begun. Nay, I aver that matters have grown 
worse and worse since the day they first took the 
reins of power into their unhaliowed hands.—That 
there has been no improvement, either in the puri- 
ty of the Government, or in the morals or patriot. 
ism of the people. And to the reader, who will 
follow me through these articles, I will establish all 
these assertions so as not to leave room for a 
| doubt. 


At the time of, or shortly after the election of 





same message, he says: “ Their emigration should | Gen. Jackson, the administration had a majority in 
be voluntary, for it would be as cruel as unjust, ‘the lower house of Congress; and at no time since 
to compel the aborigines to abandon the graves of | that period, unless it was last winter, has there 
their fathers, and seck a home ina distant land.” | been a clear majority in that branch against the 

After bringing forward many matters of minor’ party in power. From the period at which the 
importance, at the conclusion of tis ‘ Reform’ mes- | expunging resolutions were passed by the Senate, 
sage, he informs us, that we were at that time the President has had a large majority in that body. 
“destitute of a uniform, and sound currency,” & un- | These resolutions were passed, if we recollect cor- 
der these circumstances, submits to the wisdom of | rectly in 36-7, perhaps a year sooner. Here then, 
Congress, “ whether a National Bank, founded upon | we see, that there has been no lack of power; for 


the credit of the Government and its revenues, 
might not be deviscd?” which would secure, a- 


Gen. Jackson, not only had, like Cesar, “ a Sen- 
ate at his heels,” but also like Cromwell, a house of 


mongst other things, the aforesaid great dissiderat- | Representatives to truckle at his bidding, and obey 


um “a uniform and sound currency.” 


Here, fellow-citizeng, we have, from the mouth 
of the great Chief himself, a confirmation of a!) 
that we have averred as to the promises made by 
the party, to the American peopic, on the subject 
of Reform. And now let me ask, how have these 
promises been kept? Ah! echo answers “how?” 
Fellow citizens, do you require proof that they 
have not been redeemed? You cannot require 
evidence of what yourselves and the world have 


without a question, his almost royal communds.— 
The re-election of Gen. Jackson, shows a majoti- 
ty of the States in his favor, at that period, and 
removes all apologies for the non-performance of 
the foregoing promises on the score of not having 
power to fulfil them. Not power todo it! Lack: 
a-day! Gen. Jackson, at one time, need only to have 


seriously recommended it, and he could have been 


made dictator for life. 


Besides this, in the foregoing recommendations, 


witnessed, to wit: the shameful neglect, or palpable | there is nothing that any Whig would have op- 


violation of every single promise contained in the 
foregoing quotations. Why is it, let me ask, that 
these promises have not been fulfilled? It is not 








posed. 1 would not now, know where to look for 


a better catalogue, with a single exception, of all 


‘the Whigs have been contending for, than in the 
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extracts we have given above, from the messages | press and solemn promise to redeem those pledges; 
of Gen. Jackson. If either he, or his party, | when so far from keeping faith with you, and pur- 
had redeemed, faithfully and honestly, these prom- | S4!g the promised course, they have, as it were, 
turned upon their heels, to the right-about, and 
marched off in the very opposite direction, Let 
me ask, is it to the office-holders? or the country ? 


‘that you owe your allegiance? If to the office- 


them down, and threaten them with universal | 
—e a ne holders, then vote for them, though they bring 
bankruptcy and ruin. In the name of an injured | 


: ,down our tottering institutions in ruin on our 
and abused pcople! we demand! Why have not, 5 
‘ | heads; but if to your country, then cut yourselves 
these promises been redeemed? Echo may an-|, F r ¢ Van B i 
. |loose from the car o an Buren, and suppor 
swer; ‘Why!’ for fromthe parly we can obtain | | } pport, 


in his stead, a statesman, who never made a prom- 
no response. And yet it cannot be controverted, | | : 
. «| i8@ to the people, that he did not faithfully redeem. 
that this same party are the great professed “ re- ; ; 
in “sii Such a man, you have in the person of the Amer- 
formers” of the age—that this is the party that, ten | | Cinc G W i H 
° i . A} . mw 
years and more ago, undertook to take to pieces, CAN NAQSINNAIUS, LION. WILEAM LIENRE SLSRRE 


; see son, THE IleERo or THE THAMES, AND T “AR- 
the old and good for nothing constitution, and re- ‘ é im THAMES, AND THE Fan 
MER oF Norru Benp. H. 


ises, the Whig party would not have been at this 
day, as it is, in the mujority, nor would ihe people 
be now groaning under the accumulated evils that 


model it, so as, ever after, to [prevent all abuses, 
- = —— - I 
or even temptations to abuse—the party, by which Speech of Judge Burnet, 
the appointment of members of Congress to office, OF OHIO, 
by the executive, was to be put down—by which Inthe Whig National Convention, giving a brief his- 


; : tory of the life of Gen. William Henry Harrison. 
the officers of the General Government were to} We have been compelled to leave out the first and 


be prevented from interfering in the popular elec-| last paragraphs, for want cf room. 

tions, and the service of the President limited to} ‘The State of Ohio has witnessed the honors 

one term of four or six years—by which old delin- | Which have been paid to that distinguished citizen 
Pregeesiengee he Unj 7 

quents were to be ferreted out, and punished as in every part of the Valow, with greet delight, aaa 


has been among the first to acknowledge, or more 
public examples—by which all defaults were to be | properly speaking, to assert and vindicate their jus- 


promptly detected, and the defaulters as promptly | tice; and here in the presence of this angust assem- 
brought to condign punishinent, and expelled from | bly we endorse them. 
office-—by which all incompetent and dishonest It is_no doubt expected, sir, that the delegatiog 


ef Ohio will say something on this occasion in com- 
men were to be removed to make room for men,| mendation of their favorite son, on whom this con- 


“ honest, capable, and faithful to the constitution.” | vention has just bestowed one among the highest 
In short, by this party, the great work of reform, honors to which the ambition of man can aspire— 


deli d tn the f to} & unanimous nomination for the first office in the 
as delineated in the foregoing extracts, was to have gift of a free and powerful nation. I hope, sir, I 


been begun at once, prosecuted with fidelity and | shall not be charged with vanity when I say that I 
vigor, and gloriously terminated, in the short space | have been his intimate companion and friend for 
of four or six years; when its great Chief and | Ore thaa forty years. The free and continued 


head. G Jack | tired ff hi intercourse that has existed between us for so long 
iead, Gen. Jackson, was to have retired from his} , period, must necessarrily enable me to speak with 


post, at once full of years and honors, leaving | some confidence as to his character, acquirements, 
“this great people, free, prosperous, and happy!” | and course of life. hat 
How splendid and alluring, these promises!— He is a native of the ‘*Old Dominion,” and is an 


. ; es Spe honor to the State which gave him birth. He isa 
How signal and disgraceful their violation; and! .... o¢ Governor Harrison of Virginia, who was a 


how disastrous to the American People the conse-| patriot of the Revolution, anda signer of the De- 
quences resulting. Reader, were you a snpporter claration of Independence, proclaimed by the Con- 
of Gen. Jackson, and are you now following the tinental Congresss in 1776; by which solemn act 


' he pledged “his life, his fortune and his sacred 
fortunes of his fuotstep treader, Mr. Van Buren? ofl ag . maintain that declaration, and he nobly 
Pause! I beseech you; and look over this long list| redeemed his pledge. His son, of whom I now 
of important pledges. Fix your mind upon one ee res ms his er 94 srntgrs: Poe sty 

‘ . enetrating mind—far, very fara mediocrity; 
: them, which has been retiowmed, if you can.— ie se tae eae Ped lie oy 6 cheaaetee 

you cannot, let me ask you, why do you sup- education, under the best instructors of that day; it 
port a set of office-holders, clected upon their ex- | has been stored with valuable and useful knowledge, 


























] . . 
ter snd reflected, and on which he cannot write | 


and converse with facility and clearness. 
good belles lettres scholar, a ready correct and | 
strong writer, and must be ranked wherever he is | 
known, in the class of men who are most distin- | 
guished for improved and cultivated intellect.— 

In the finer quaities of the heart no man can justly 

claim a preference: to borrow ‘he strong expres- | 
sive language of my friend Governor Metcalf, “Har- | 
rison has an expanded heart, and it is always in the’ 
right place.” Though brave as Napoleon, he has 

much of the milk of human kindnes. Benevolence 
and the desire to better the condition of the whole 
human family, predominate in his soul, and are con- 
stantly forcing themselves into action. In dress he 
is plain and unostentatious, in manners affable and 
unassuming. When seen engaged on his farm, 
which is his daily employment, and necessarily fol- 
lowed to obtain his daily bread, you cannot distin- 
guish him, by the appearance of his dress, from 
any of his brother farmers who are laboring in the 
vicinity. His house is open to all, and its hospital- 
ities free for all, whether high or low, rich or poor. 
It isnot exaggeration when I say, believe me, sir, 
it is not poetry or fiction, when I say if he had but 
one dollar he would not, because he could not, re- 
fuse to divide it with a friend in distress. 





In politics he has always been a Democratic Re- 
publican of the school of Washington, Jefferson, 
and Madison; he detests the agrarian, infidel princi- 
ples which are fast gaining power and influence at 
the presen: day, and resists the doctrine that the 
spoils belong to the victors, and that an executive 
or ministeral officer of government may assume 
the responsibility of construing the constitution and 
laws of the country for selfish or party purposes. 

These statements, sir, are not surmises, nor are 
they taken on trust, they are gathered’from his long 
life of civiland military service, and have been seen 
by all who have observed him, either at the head of 
the army—in the gubernatorial chair—in the halls 
of legislation, or in a diplomatic station. 

In 1791, this distinguished son of the venerable 
signer of the Declarationof Independence was en- 
gaged in the study of medicine under tho care of 
Dr. Rush of Philadelphia. Uearing of the mur. 
ders committed by the Indians, on the defenceless 
inhabitants of the Northwestern frontier, he resolv- 
ed to go totheir relief. At his request, his guardian 
and friend, Robert Morris, of revolutionary memory, 
obtained for him from President Washington, an 
ensigncy in the army of the U.S. With his parch- 
ment in his pocket he hastened to Cincinnati, but 
did not reach it till St. Clair had murched into the 
Indian conntry; by which Providential event he 
was not on the bloody field where so many of his 
fellow officers and soldiers founda premature grave. 
The first tour of military duty he performed, was in 
the succeeding winter, when he marched through 
the snow on foot at the head of his detachment, with 





his knepeack upon his back, to the fatal battle field 
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mee, Where, for his bravery and good conduct, he 
received the thanks of the Commander-in-Chief, 
communicated to the army in general orders, of 
1795 he was engaged in making the treaty fof 
Greenville, under the superintendance of General 
Wayne, which terminated the Indian war. He was 
soon after apppointed Commandant of Fort Wash- 
ington and had the management of public property 
chiefly collected at that post. 

Karly in 1798, the object being accomplished, 
which prompted him to join the army, he resigned 
his commission and removed to his farm. ‘The 
next military enterprise in which we find him en. 
gaged, was the expedition to Tippecanoe. The 
treaty which he had then recently made with the 
Indian tribes had been violated. ‘Tecumseh, ad- 
mitted by all to be the most intrepid warrior, and 
the most talented chief of the’ age, had prevailed 
on the tribes, who were parties to that treaty, t 
refuse its execution, and for the purpose of insur- 
ing the success of his project, was attempting to 
form a union among all the tribes from,the lakes to 
the gulf of Mexico. Tle had visited the Northern 
tribes and had secured their co-operation, and was 
negociating with those of the South for the same 
purpose. Harrison, who was aware of his plan, 
and that he was actually engaged in the succcssful 
execution of it, was not idle.—Ile communicated 
the facts to Mr. Madison, stating what would be 
the consequences of permitting it to be completed. 
The President promptly placed the 4th regiment 
under the command of [larrison, then Governor of 
Indiana; ordered him to raise four hundred volun: 
teers,and proceed to the Indian country. The order 
was so promptly obeyed, that our gallant little army 
of 800 men arrived at Tippecanoe before Tecum- 
seh had returned from the South. When Harri- 
son reached the settlement, twelve handred war- 
triors had already assembled. He sent for the 
Chiefs; they came to his camp; he told them their 
Great Father had not sent him to fight but to settle 
their complaints amicably; and he invited them to 
meet him in council; they promised to do so the 
next day, and then returned to their village. A 
soon as they were gone, he told his officers he 
knew from their language and behaviour that they 


| intended to attack him before morning. Confident 


that this was the council they mediated, he encamp- 
ed, his army in order of battle, and directed his 
men to lie down with their clotheson, and their arms 
at their sides. His predictions*soon became histo 
ry: an hour or two before day, in a dark foggy night, 
the attack was made with great fury, ‘The cot 
flict lasted nearly two hours, and until day light 
enabled lim to see the position of the Indians when 
a vigorous charge was ordered which terminated if 
their defeat and dispersion. ‘I'he army then march- 
ed to the village and destroyed it. We may safely 
affirm that this was the first tnstance in which 
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Amercan troops have sustained themselves against 
asuperior force of Indians ina night attack of two 
hours continuance. As fruits of his victory, the 
treaty was preserved and the peace of the frontier 
secured. It was from this battle so important to 
the »Government and people of Indiana, and so 
pgfan in the mode of its achievement, against a 
‘@esperate foe, that General Harrison derived the 
appelation of the [ero of Tippecanoe.” 

The savages on the frontier of Indiana, having 
been «hus defeated and scattered, and Governor 
Harrison hearing they were taking scalps and 
breaking up the settlements on the frontier of Ohio, 
resigning his commission as Governor, and superin- 
tendant of Indian affairs, together with their emol- 
uments, repaired to Cincinnati, and volunteered 
in our defence. ina few months he succeeded in 
scattering the savages on our borders;a part of 
them he drove to the lakes, and the residue he oom- 
pelled to remove to a place of safety within our 
settlements. By this operation, the settlers on our 
frontier were relieved from danger, and hundreds 
who had ded to the denser settlements of the State 
for protection, returned to their improvements and 
occupied them in safety. A person who has not 
an accurate knowledge of the condition of the 
Northwestern portion of Ohio, at the time of the 
late war, whenit wasan unbroken wilderness, with- 
out inhabitants, other than aborigines—without 
roads, bridges ferries, or improvements of any kind, 
cannot form an idea of the difficulties General Har- 
rison encoantered in feeding, sustaining and keep- 
ing together his army. ‘The difficulties and per- 
plexities which beset him during all his campaigns 
sre known to but few, and cannot be justly appre- 
ciated by any; yet by unceasing activity and by the 
efforts of his powerful mind, he overcame them all. 
But it is impossible to dwell on minutie—a volume 
would not contain the half of such adetail. Press- 
ed down by all these difficulties, he kept the field, 
he never despaired fora momeat; and such was 
the confidence reposed in his bravery and skill, by 
both officers and soldiers, that their spirits never 
flagged—their hopes never sunk. It is not gen- 
erally known that the fleet built at Erie, by which 
the command of the Lakes were obtained, was a 
project recommended by General FIarrison, and 
that it was adopted by Mr. Madison in consequence 
of his unbounded confidence in the prudence and 
sound judgment of him who proposed it. Before 
the period of whichI am now speaking, General 
Harrison had been appointed a Major General in the 
militia of Kentucky, by a law of that state, and had 
been appointed Major General in the army of the 
United States, by Mr. Madison. 

Passing over a multitude of affairs of smaller 
moment, let me point your attention to the memo- 
rable seige of Fort Meigs; that work of defence 
consisting of a mud embankment and an inclosure 
of piquets, was defended triumpantly and success- 
fully by about a thousand men for many days, (if | 
mistake not, seven or eight,) against the attack 
of Proctor, who commanded an army of British 
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‘beseiged, which was furnished with all the materi- 
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and Indians, at least four times the number of the 





als necessary for the occasion. Such was the skill, 
the bravery, and the indefatigable efforts of Gen- 
eral Harrison—such was the success of the repeat- 
ed sallies he made, that he compelled the enemy to 
abandon the seige in despair. It is worthy of re- 
mark, that on the second day of the attack, Proc- 
tor sent an officer with a flag, to demand the surren- 
derof the post. ‘The grounds of this demand were, 
that the Americans was too weak tu defend the 
works against the overwhelming force of the be- 
seigers, and that General Proctor was anxious to 
save the effusion of blood, ‘The intrepid Harrison 
promptly replied: “If General Proctor knows the 
usages of war, as | am bound to believe he does, 
he must have either have considered me ignorant 
of them or he must have intended an insult. It 
was his duty to make the demand before he com- 
menced firing on the works. But, sir, said he, go 
back and tell your General that I know my own 
force, and his, and that I shall defend the works to 
the last extremity. Tell him farther, that if he 
ever possesses the Fort, he shall obtain it ina way 
that will give him more honor in the estimation of 
his Government than he could derive from a thous- 
and surrenders.” Another incident is also worthy 
of notice: After the enemy had retired, a num- 
ber of the Indians who had left them came into the 
Fort and stated, that a contract had been entered 
into between Proctor and Tecumseh, that as soon 
as the Fort surrendered, which they considered in- 
evitable, Harrison should be given up to the Indi- 
ans, to be disposed of as they might see proper. 
Harrison replied; ‘ ‘Then General Proctor was 
neither a soldier ora man. But if it shall ever be 
his fate to surrender to me, his life shall be protect- 
ed, but I will dress him in a petticoat, and deliver 
him over to the squaws, as being unworthy to asso- 
ciate with men.” On this story, sir, was founded 
an infamous slander on General Harrison, and a 
insult on the ladies of Chillicothe, fabricated by a 
person whose name I wil) not stoop to mention, and 
published by the administration press. 

It was not long after the successful defence of 
this Fort, that our honored nominee led his victori- 
ous army into Fort Malden, recaptnred Detriot and 
the Territory surrendered by the unfortunate Hull, 
and pursuing the enemy to the Thames, subdued the 
united forces of Proctor and Tecumseh, and cap- 
tured the entire British army! 

The war having thus gloriously terminated in his 
own district, Harrison repaired to Erie and tender- 
ed his services to the army operating in that quar- 
ter. Unfortunately, the Secretary of War was 
there, who felt some private griefs unredressed, and 
was moreover envious of the laurels which General 
Harrison had so dearly, but justly won, being un- 
willing to see another added to the wreath, he or- 
dered him to repair to Ohio, where he had no further 
duty to perform, having already brought the war 
toa close in that quarter. The order was obeyed. 
He returned to his family and immediately resigned 
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his commission, declaring that he could not honest 
ly eat the bread of the Government when ho was 
denied the privilege of rendering service im return, | 
Here, sir. terminated for ever the brilliant military 
career of a hero who iad won many Victories, but 
who never lost a battle. ) 

Now, sir, let us look at this distinguished man 
in’ political and private life. ‘Time forbids to do 
more than nate the stations he has filled. When 
he resigned his first commission which was given 
him by the “Father of his Country,” he was appoin- 
ted Secretary of the Northwestern Territory. ‘The | 
Governor being then absert, he was ex-officio Gov- 
ernor, and vested with all the Executive power of, 
the Territory, which he executed with great pru- 
dence, and to the approbation of the Government 
and People.—In 1799 the ‘Tervitorial Legislature 
(myself being one of them) appointed him the Dele- 
gate to represent the ‘Territory in the Congress ot 
the United States. His election had been opposed | 
by a numerous class of men who had purchased 
land from his father-in-law, and had settled on and | 
improved it.—'They had failed to obtain a title from 
the vendor, and were at the mercy of Congress, 
liable to be disposessed at any moment.—Ticy 
wished to obtain pre-emption rights and other in- 
dulgencies. It was the interest and the anxious 
desire of the vendor to defeat their object. On_ 
this account they entreated the Legislature not to’ 
appoint Mr. Harrison, believing that he would be 
governed by the views of his father-in-law, and op- 
pose their claims. [He was, notwithstanding, cho- 
sen, and, to the surprise of those men, he volun- 
teered in their cause, and though against his owa 
ultimate interest, he procured tur them the boon | 
they were so anxious to obtain. 

At the same session he procured the passage of 
an act requiring the public lands to be surveyed, 
and sold in small tracts. Under the former law, it 
was impossible for a poor man to become a purclia 
ser from Government—he was compelled to pur- 
chase from the speculator at an advanced price. 
But by the amendment every poor man in the na-, 
tion, if industrious, might become an independent | 
freeholder; and, sir, itis public history that thou-, 
sands and thousands have become so, and every | 
emigrant who now removes to the West from any | 
part ofthe Union has the same privilege. ‘The 
benefit which has been derived by the industrious 
poor, from the successful effort of Gen. Harrison, 
is beyond the power ofnumbersto compute, Llav- 
ing accomplished these important objecis in Con- 
gress, he resigned his seat and was appointed Ciov- 
ernor of Indiana. [le administered that Govern- 
ment twelve years, with such ability, beuignity, | 
and success, that a!] that portion of its present | 
population, who resided there under his adtninis- 
tration, look up to him as the political father of their | 
State.— We next find him representing the People 
in the Legislature of Ohio--then in the Ilouse of 
Representatives of the United Statea—afterwards 
in the Senate ofthe United States—and lusily we 
see him the Ambnseador of his Government at the 
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Court of the haughty Bolivar. In all these stationg 
he has received from the Government and the Peo- 
ple the plaudit of “well done thou good and faithful 
servant; and i may be added, this has been big 
only reward. 

Sutler me to say here that it is the settled and 
publicly expressed opinion of General Harri 
that no man, however great, wise, and good shou 
be re-clected President of these United States. 
To the prevalence of the opposite opinion he as- 
criLes most of the corruption and strife which have 
agitated and disgraced the nation, and I add, that, 
if elected, he will enter on the duties of the office, 
having no griefsto avenge, and no obligations to 
fultil, in relation to individuals, 

And now, sir, What more can I add? I have at- 
tempted to throw a ray of light on the almost for- 
gotten life of one ofthe most useful, virtuous, and 
patriotic citizens our country has ever produced. 
Irom an intimate and confidential acquaintance 
with him, of more than forty years standing, I can 
speak ex cathedra. ‘The single fact, that, after he 
has held all these offices with abundant opportuni- 
ties of accumulating wealth, at the expense of his 
country, he has retired to priva‘e life, comparative- 
ly poor, is euough to place him ona level with A- 
ristides. 

Ifad he nothing more to complain of but the bligh- 
ting negligence of his own government, which has 
compelled him, Cincinnatus-like, to labor at the 
plough for the bread which feeds his family, it 
might be endured. But, sir, it is notso: malice has 
assailed his character, and thousands who know him 
not have innocently yielded to it their assent.—An 
attempt to refute charges against his bravery, 
would be as insulting to him as it would be ridicu- 
lous in the eyes of the world. Insinuations have 
been made injurious to his moral character; those 
who know him personally, smile at the folly of such 
efforts; and let me say to all others. that a man of 
purer moral character does not inhabit our land. 
When every thing else fails they proclaim at the 
top of their voices that he is an imbecile old man. 
Sir, [had the pleasure of taking him by the hand 
the morning I left home. Scarely a week passes in 
which I do not see and converse with him: and let 
me assure you and this assembly, and the American 
people, that his mind is as vigorous, as active, and 
discriminating, as itwas in the meridian of his 
days; that he enjoys fine health and all the bodily 
vigor and activity which belongs to a man of sixty- 
five or sixty siz. 
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